
When Saint Rose began participation in the three-year RENEW program in 1986, Ernie and Kay
Dawson were among the first to sign up and open their home to other parishioners. Now, 34 years
later, the Dawsons are still continuing to host a prayer and Bible study group every month (the
pandemic has curtailed the meeting most of this year).

"Once the official RENEW program ended our group just kept on meeting," says Ernie. "Along the
way people have died, and have been replaced by other. Some have moved away from Saint Rose,
but still keep coming to your meetings. It's nice to get together with people who are serious about
their faith. After all these years we have developed a group of friends that are very comfortable with
each other. This has allowed all of us to reinforce our Catholic faith."

Ernie and Kay joined Saint Rose in 1959 when they moved to Roseville. After ten years they
purchased their second home which was closer to Corpus Christi Parish. They stayed there for 14
years, and for 11 of those years Ernie was a Religious Education teacher. They then came back to
Saint Rose. 

During their initial time at Saint Rose the couple were fund-raisers for the new church. After
returning they were Adoration Chapel regulars for 25 years and long time Eucharistic Ministers.

Ernie and Kay Dawson

Other things to know about Ernie and Kay:
· Ernie was born in Nashville where he attended
Overbrook School operated by the Dominican Sisters of
St. Cecelia. When his father became head of the
University of Minnesota Pathology Department in 1949
the family moved to the Twin Cities. Ernie graduated
from Cretin High School, attended St. Mary's College in
Winona for two years and graduated from the University
of Minnesota with a degree in mathematics. His entire 30-
year work career was as an actuary for William M. Mercer
· Kay was born and raised in Nativity Parish and
graduated from St. Joseph Academy. The Dawsons met
in high school and have been married for 62 years. 
· Daughter Mary lives in Twin Cities and has three
children. Son Mark, who has two children, lives in Texas.
The Dawsons also have a great grandchild. 
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Kay Dawson passed away in November 2022.


